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her for fear of her biting and sarcastic wit. The Due de
Crecquy, LouisXIV's ambassador to the Pope, was ordered on
his return journey from Rome to visit Florence and endeavour
to bring the Princess Marguerite Louise to a better mind; but
after a few days fthe gave up the attempt in despair and
returned to the less puzzling affairs of State policy.7' A second
special ambassador sent from France met with like success
Then Madame du Deffant, who had been the governess of
the Princess, was despatched on the same errand, and after
a toilsome journey from Paris arrived at Florence armed
with copious instructions from Louis XIV as to the argu-
ments she was to employ. But all were equally scorned by
the young French princess who, brought up to admire all
that was bright and gay and noble in life, and in love with
one who fulfilled these ideals, had been handed over to such
a fate as marriage to the gloomy and contemptible Cosimo.
The written threats of the King of France, the arguments of
French ambassadors, the persuasive exhortations of her gov-
erness, even the authority of the Pope, were all alike power-
less to make Marguerite Louise more ready to endure her
lot. At length she could stand the court no longer and re-
treated to Poggio a Caiano, whence she sent a message to
Cosimo that if he dared to come there he would have a missal
thrown at his head. After a little time, however, she repented
herself of this move, suddenly reappeared at the Palace,
flung herself into her father-in-law's arms, and acknowledged
herself in the wrong; and for a time the court had a little
peace.

In June r666 Ferdinand's uncle, Cardinal Carlo de' Medici,
the last of Cosimo IPs brothers, died at the age of seventy-
one. He had lived almost all his life at Rome, was Deacon
of the Sacred College, and had long been a person of con-
siderable importance at the Vatican. His body was brought
to Florence, and buried in San Lorenzo.80 In the following
year Pope Alexander VII died, and was succeeded by Clement